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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-2 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,802,975 to Prem et al. 

With respect to claim 1, Prem et al. teaches a printing machine including a print 
cylinder, 22, provided with radial holes for emitting compressed air in order to allow the 
introduction and removal of a print sleeve, 24, carrying a print cliche, characterized in 
that said print cylinder consists of a fixed shaft on which there is slidably mounted a 
mobile cylinder carrying said print sleeve, in that the print cylinder is supported at one 
end by releasable support means suitable to allow the axial movement of said mobile 
cylinder, and in that it includes means for axially moving the mobile cylinder between a 
retracted work position and an extended sleeve change position in which it projects 
through the machine side. See column 3, line 43 - column 4, line 9 and Fig. 3 in 
particular. 

With respect to claim 2, Prem et al. teaches that the mobile cylinder is airtightly 
slidably mounted on the fixed shaft and its axial movement is achieved by means of the 
same compressed air used to replace the print sleeve. See column 4, lines 26-38 and 
Figs. 4-6. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 3-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Prem 
et al. in view of U.S. Patent No. 5,241 ,905 to Guaraldi et al. 

With respect to claims 3-4, Prem et al. teaches all that is claimed, as in the above 
rejection of claims 1-2 except that the releasable support means consist of a 
dismountable flange with a removable part and of a piston suitable to engage a 
corresponding seat in the cylinder. 

Guaraldi et al. teaches a printing machine having a cylinder with releasable 
support means consist of a dismountable flange with a removable part and a piston 
suitable to engage a corresponding seat in the cylinder. See column 4, line 29 - column 

5. line 26. 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
the invention to modify the apparatus of Prem et al. to have the support means and 
piston of Guaraldi et al. in order to more easily remove and replace the cylinder. 

Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. U.S. Patent No. 4,823,693 to Kobler, U.S. Patent No. 5,072,504 
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to Thompson, U.S. Patent No. 5,638,754 to Steinmeier et al., and U.S. Patent No. 
6,668,717 to Schneider et al. each teach an apparatus having apparent similarities to 
the claimed subject matter. 



6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jill E. Culler whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
2159. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10:00-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Judy Nguyen can be reached on (571) 272-2258. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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